LA T A -ae AL

o ucar el

L S A L Y e

lad
a _ &




w6 Dlend PRovkakiow Soaldek.
x 51(8 5/25. Oumer= D Thmmpsorn, Goeen Acsss, Geeon Ove.
A care ALy Loy T Bwemon ond Ue Roc—dae
| Cowiny Growg - Scmliek anll Aofc Aoy © 20 QaeX = o ~bowiy
m..x iy ek red B s Suedh Kesa s e
T T T T e e

da K iasol,

V2l 63 | Thaweras SwalleX,

| 5141 SR Ouvas— . Theegrr, Gproam Baem  Crrten Ost.

| b sendhat  oprers ROPE Kagp , Vg bmy o Lt
forman - 19S%[e @ o e oy bRr . TR b e bea
IR G PN, PO L IS BV ¥ Ot
S MAA‘MML“\ZJMMW;%_

|
{

30463 | Como¥on WIS Sorlng.

STy 5¢Ts.
WDakas uesr b Aoved  frerm N-..-\\w»\\»;ok
L AYeane KR ded Case \e Seoeed vede © de Qout oy o
;M.’\ D R e B
beocoKim . On Compline Ao LM L wile (oo G
Owedloms fuawe She Cadlk oA o dealn qid ok ahe 4
R P




30.1 .63

f

Citles 3 Dia
Sl 5S4 M Bsmnel, kol Dothons Fortnan .

e A, el Jepetmian o sppeda Lde A ook G LL
gy . Colel qpamioct ca vtk | Dy e o el o) b Sk
by MR L 1a5a o e Geollak sueveny ey LS Py .
hoval B Mone Do

Syse 5495, I colhopand gl L L. Dol o @US
SM X 'Q\»&ucov(lu‘wsé.. Fd:\‘ﬂ.\-collm‘uua;-wudﬂ«—

o~ Le Mwve - o oo Y an-SGM
20 {a- ‘Lmov N § o §c Qn—o) “ew ok A—-O—‘auu. LA consead

Ayords Nole
545I 95, Hoy et Monetd weem thy  told e chek
Hyodle Hole  hol benn vefosnd . 36w canty Lcled ondd

o coveemed ikl o R T
Lhecoted ok boag ot 1931 by Hyorel rlomell . 20 Ade
ik o e, 4 T35 csct covimed aftas Croatle

163,

S S————




30. 4.5 Cowovpue Sgsing.

FLYD 5451 ?.9.0. 7
k Sﬂwﬁwwmmw&o&,\
| BLh nem e Sl G0 L DM Agpdy S
k crmefmarne . BOD  Lanpickiae cover Rasde LS aaeath
P e LeKwean lohar. Dol vk X

el BAL L Aadiy - 5 Scalhet Gover 5

eV B2, 4y, 4% 100,

Sy s Core

| Sdw  SKBG. At comnloman®e 1o fo albere and
B e ek g R alese . Ortmimey '« +dx She Wl
PO LI PEICR (L S SRR P el ok Rk
(o Mk WAL aleve calley Rleer . Tiglt g pertosg

| .

| S4%4  S4%6. Ms creglomemle 10 46 Lekows alame.
| T e T U R P I P S T e Q-\_“




= Py e Bl

5567 52%(. Eaet I—JML:,M, choasbore w.
A Q--g_.w,/s\w-\*oﬁ-o o\v\r%% ’M\'\ a@a

ek e - D Ry a Aol Srear Qe dasE

A mead ALy oy Mw D Famaen ad AL RO o
Al lase.  ExceweXed Totr Aot o okl i Alh o
X el - Men At callagpasd

BA, . RBEC Cu(l-.v'(t.) Ls(ow \m.\\SN Semedhay Coen T

WSG b G 2 (TSGAASL) i .

Uy Fodvmon
i §506 $213. Ead Leldoaerese

| A Rorme degounim dey \ny Mira D Fummerma AL QLA o,

| Ty 1356 il L gmr g ol SCn sl LS aectl
3%&9&%%;@4‘”4“-”&%:;4&,

5507 s2ve. Lol O oldogrere.

Rownk jLelelile Sub Lot of ais sy froe kL
LS Aaep . aprex 10D Y cerrm . AShe ol apppen S

On No b b an eprere of uombme | dolowitic o«almu-'i

|
|




S“'““‘x"’ e w N oA Vot .

~D /\,

g o @)c
ot~ {'_:
E
| o
c Hina% ‘ _§ zo'b)"
_1De\y of ‘T(fgcs \’\ - S, |
k o \x-\»\&l \;a-;‘m
O Bl Fally

Sall
O \Lecas Caidsnm~

zaaa —
= m Quor

Beiod ke, G e Wl ok Qo TR ok o WXa Sl -
AL Dy Qovdad bk ()
LB At Ny Ay
e i o

D Mpues Sy

R WoP S DN




Moy Nowddn Dy Mo 4%. (MCR Ky 0a8)

Sl 5168, Eorl Oldeneove .
Qu Ricak v aee Xkl owfoit««\ News W e
’Du..s \,..) \-\xj..-l Moseeld  ad dee VA305. Thare ore ,‘M

m‘.’ow(“,uL’.’L d...p&\:oﬂo.&nwl":)gdtﬂtbﬁ”sttcw'
B e sl WeR. SR deprorsionn filled ith b botolars

Vel FOruse ((Waed Do)
i S5 b3 5439.

Ak 9{..,& A Y Wnx M\vwhl—gmm\s

de ey groffy obee (& o WE) of bk hens el bo
e de fetd G e N Thet vy G ipe bt dkomet
Lok e kot gt ey S A ol 12 20 f Kep

Moy rhe of sloner  wvperd e quefps | il wompunt
g lead, yire o v Bkt Dismnaids,




T Hay  SAdr abeve Gewow Goven
W de Mjg;»w\.ud.‘tm—“\‘;wt./\s«um,
oS Suetiane WML Dol & callackad Lo vy
Al verhy Aepeemin. ot Ao dnMane fpme e L
B e o N O L TURVNY, U W00 I

[ ) RPN pw&’whwﬂ‘%mit—;—.ﬂ
N5 SR WPORG N LSNP PRI -| ISP
11 oy ?\*M"'hse!
| Corklyy frenn Mnisomy Shel, Saliderh (Masgarbonnn) -
s or A Kot Aoy oy w4 weh of oKhoer ool
A cmanled A geefeny A queqmgy, phpted oA

PO SRS WSO WSS Pl Vo S T L
L wRe oMaedadk | Te oy o Akt = Eent Lmome a Godk @
R
21" Ry | S5 Voncsnts Cove
A w\mkwmaw?mww
& Olrorrakiny . Thi e bedhil o chen e Svees e




%‘L ﬂ"ﬁ el Sloe . Wacke .

M kot ovt daeh A Trews . Conyg ok oot sdag o very omeasnk aloelnn

190 o el acrlrer - Qmpetan®, el , Eolle, dealas - Yy ottt Laihey Loy

T S T T N e N -
alegl - u%,ofsmwk,b%ﬁch@(_s“dm%wmdﬁ ,‘
rovme B Bint ot gt aemy Sndlcakiin b Mool d g Sy ke dught dot
e bl ek kit A At

Uoplecoork. not crouh baie G etk | wo dowre (fAh ke & amy fet) , Jtl o
ek b chie o glodias - Condoms Rics vamylud; frasyiy ek ot de T

(’oaﬁ' o R ma—mw‘),e,a‘.co«i& Moy the  Aonme vecomd roverd

Gontr (16 tcordal) ithout penbiviy . A D TERCA nipnnd © Lt~
Ry oo L7 338Pm ok oien vema . Fall o) sodh vany Lpueliiog ceffet
o G e camek 4 fhewtey  reackin el aoned & bt ot oy e

Dode Comiad gt [l ompllesabiine f tha glocios - mverent f2 - Lulle oA

e =~ apeer o) funmol - seethe Attt e ey ohd - niace aenples
it grekes proef . This may b a gemy Ad aven fouid glocins
ot widh on ke reralhont from dGemmyavy Hoeyp Ge aleedd o

NS S rtened Lo Jood an ke wen mek aome < dle snth it s
Gugrs oA shakes . ko o ,..a‘,Lr-ws L Rk, |

See. EPCE Gy pp 111 ((Spny 1503)
Boih Gy 3%, 4717 168 ( Akicmena \ALD),




W WS, MeR W M6,

TUM 520, Traapurinn will be pumscatd
Dhoched o Aot by e vouks
| VOUEL oy Tl o Rpsih 1443 .
é VOILA by EDCE A mWkC.  $S i “‘, e ag LA WO
| B Agds feemn Gkl D Ade
Sk IS < VA AL Gl R dMen evok |

%
s

E\"\CR (oo (o
K136 5295,
| hotolid Ly 7 ofllone G Mypeid 1943, VEUEA \ny EDCE|
;nx\n(c. 160 ydr  p fome \nrmadr - A 10 G e e e
~ZJ~e IS D Wad R AL O LS 6 ofh Rmmy
'N—‘MW"; e NE - S0 . ‘\am\ro-l‘ium.,uslﬂ-l oy e
M Ak At iren omee  Aeeqa
;Ncﬂ wuA .,

wi3% g2%9Y

VHUEA  Wayeeel Mot 271:1-3¢. MU deep +

Jodad  sfee 11-A- S BR oAl ok SOk,

When walld \,‘)NWWQA“L.AA' T
LI VWORN £ Viomy WH 3 Gy

SHCC Hat Ly (1), L.




i
t

i

\0

7."" Tt

HCR Wi .

s7%¢  s291. VeAld by toreell 271-1- 1430 9 05 A
Themprom 2l 2o 63, SOk dey - Alehk wend T
|k ceikia Qe Uk Jeods . 3ohe \-QXM:MM
el peadeaa iy a9 and Adopes, spamdbe o
| 39% f oy 1S, |
| es RILY :

5930 sw@.,' |

Rppeee 100430 g ire besadr | 25 (8o Qe G o & 2R, 5

L EDPCE NN R denendad W SOl .\,.o: oy o Aeralenk
Ao Bon very Lone Goddy e o s
Marced 29:1:36 qian X o~ LS Sane oAt nt s
IMCR K iro.
5733 s24a1.
Locaad by Wy el Plreelt 27733
Covtred by Crmimncmdile Aol
RS Ve WML 82,

e’ WLl

| $%29  s291.
' Sl O e oy (e el SO yho from Lnok.
@&.04« MfWGW%'sap-Qﬂ-mmgwg.d‘
flovt prebeldy vt crgqin. Sumall ok of cove pearks fn ol
s o LA 8 7 e flrﬂ Lavel .

|
|
S aEEREe. SR S e O b TERGREE R




a) oA TeX Sy i Reddd Crve woR.

W o v O e (U)K e i s Gkl R G
PUSE SUPUP NIV IVIIIE ARSI DX S S VWA EPPPUIIE WA -SRI |
rammdad o AR L e Al phe ok Gy oy by
). ek :..qu.a-é Dendath goore NeR

WW \»‘.ku.i bedn M "“V ‘/\ e 7500-«& 'S \yu-Ju.
h-.-\*-&.; flm.t- RecanX . _ ND. Ror c«sm.

€). OMA Tl Slatx weR

\x%w\;\s(l@\f‘)‘ (P WW»..M-.“M

e 8 et Aelad e 0N O, mag-

A). wid. Widl $306. TLE.Sypeed, qu“F-M, (3 WA
K Bi 3% - (0" Mty . ppletes KOS (43F,  When i died R Aata Jilled ¢
WIL3. k140 §310 P, S s s

Mol Q30 B Rored . WDhenr wisihed dhove St Gl Yo anfoee,

). wilk.
8669 5254, ik U D olop, Eabos Hld Fapmun,

Joumd by flameld 1936, Peplid € npply cnl € Eolos
Kl Fome . On ohere Ak food L le comsed (g Gro Qg
Lde - Sedt A Piakey ond octguirtd  jpeninlnn G pen Gy
A Aded ek el

See Poge iy .



\'L‘,~ T

|
\

|

| MeR WO T Y.

S21%9 su3o0.

MR 1|y OooL%,

523V SN0, Oemen Ul Biahol, Toraat, Pyt Wley Domers Foimn .

Oy, T A .

L}

§o M nlo s Moy Ce Royolas Shact.
At lee Sk AWWUAMPJM..

L ey Wlmere Soonllek .

§5Y1  sayu3.

ww—-‘;\..—c-t A ovett cowm\'mh;‘x\.mmmwwo\&‘dg

m..,.,) .%A.u—- c/-coc -

55%73 SLhie

Walkdeyreve & (fowbon Formns U,
/Dn.pomiw Lofn Aaeyp od Ve 0 b e UL )

o cheve .

w g‘w\kp?u ( \okb\\

Ny Cﬁ'«l\w«-‘u’\" - /\&»'Mﬂ*
VLA Seed « tL Qb Lde oF bume .

'3‘—\' wede ok MM,

{‘1.7.,..(" Ho“ AM 6'{‘4«3( fm.
- *. - . -

e MAW“W‘(MMM% '\’a—uWG




;_gt : ,_ - =

~\
5\

. N W draqrerm R Ve
L R et B S ey cMe e A Qe
S et § LTI WP SRR WS R (m\-é»,e(;vq").g,
. Gy a\é.....;-..J.,suﬂAA.

Te Ak o (1L, e Sy oo @ venis e
Al el el came w0 ek e Aeneome B Asvetene Caccik
A OMU Lo B Jed asven cod K e Lok by
e SR el DO e T e daryy Xmdoe W
e Aoy A e ek ctemenad Redd | I e s - Two
A ke Jort bl on Gl ot

B ot e G Cotlla,t MW‘M’—&-&J 7«»«.-
. lar A B U Goo pathed ol e lolef G
L A b dee E e AL ke Sl HM (Sea poge ).




" |

‘\ |

i%?

f Py 3-’»3 MR Widy -
I E- (&) - P\

r[ S\-a.-‘* Ao eaAad \'\3 \u‘.x‘ @‘,.,‘D’

i A
s
E | MQM’“‘SA-\‘»M, ‘\0/‘4'\" {
| Uollday Keeene g\oﬁ). No colsete .

, |
!
!

b
| l See Qo M. |

|
2 St [ Beld. Cove, 1
|

e e e e S s

MC.S‘_.;..Q"\NKL(«—;‘, QMV)MMM

LT Auger  AWRC 3L WY1 W R
Coats. Do Minm | W5 . o dhlp Com RuniCoy

Rok 8 Pophageidin sme © CAde bops,
i Cot Fommudine e feciiy . '
,IT

3
4
f
X

wenl wp & MTM—r agerihed »J—uwy.mwbsumk
weh- Pk a DA e hjqiy of de end of Pallimsrer. !

i BV Gore  On o Lookld b a0 fom of the eblin v FH

N g S At e o laddly i abems o W,
| :




Caving expert Jim Lovelock (right) gives advice as
actor Robin Hawden tries a rock climb in Wookey Hole
cave hefore the filming.

—da’ners real enduéﬁ
for TV film cast
under the Mendups

The Mendip caves were once
more a setting for drama and
peril yesterday.

in the depths of Wookey Hole
B.B.C, cameramen took gshots
for a future programme in the
B.B.C. “Suspense” gseries.

Although the story was fictitious
the danger was real enough.
ag the actors looked at a high,
narrow crag up which they had

. to climb: Bristol-born producer
Bill Duncalf, said: “ They’ve
never done this in their life
before. Anything can happen.”

Tour of them, at least, have to

. make it look goed becanse in
the story they are =xperienced
-potholers.

Three others play Teddy boys
who follow the other party into
the pothole because they think
two girls in the party are worth
more attention.

ROCK FALL

The Teddy bhoys take a vieious
type of frework down = with
them and when they let it off
the explosion causes a serious
rock fall. This cuts off the

other party. To adg to their

troubles gas from unused
cylinders left over from the
last war ﬁlls the air of their

tonib. .
The answer to this gripping
situation will be on television
screens one Monday durmg the
1ext three months

p ’ E
Anné Donelly, for the

rescug¢ team in the play were ﬁlming in Wookey Hole f
members of the Mendip Rescue

Cave. The episode has
Association, headed by Mr. :
Luke Devenish. of Wells, who b“;,'(') tont?tlveﬁ lbﬂ':'led
took part in last Sunday's peration Mole,
rescue of two Bristol gtudents e e ————— —
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Three crawl to safety
'after five days
in flooded cave

Three young French poth olers dragged themselves to
safety today after being trap ped for five days in a flooded
cavern. L £l il

'Weary, Bearded atd haitk E;gr ‘cavernmageﬁg . 60 hours of

'FIVE young potholers cut off
~ in cave today by swelling of a

i it g a 3, % s ; 1
W M s pit eave's blinded by the sunlight, they| “my, three survivors are Emile
J entrance, says message from fell into thg talims f0t waiting | cheillets (24), Alain Besacier
. Valleri Pont d’Are. South France. rescuers and told of two com- (24), and Jacques Delacourt (18).
| Vallon Pont d’Are, | gy panions they feared must be Bernard Rassy (27), was swept
dead. away in the darkness, and contact

They went down the Goulde|Wwas lost with AJean Dupont (21).
de la Fonsoubie pothole in the | One unidentified body has been
South of France, last Sunday |recovered.
G Qe - morning, and were trapped by & T
3 S . a torrent which swirled through
el

g .Conr.
g

p oy




YHREE starving
‘ potholers crawl-
ed to safety yester-
day after heing
‘trapped under-

graundTor five days.

 They had eaten a

leather belt to stay
LN

alive after thelr two
companions died.

The five men started ex- .

ploring caves near Lyons,
Central France, on Sunday.
When they were 315ft.
down, floodwater turned a
stream into a ragin
torrent. Theyweretrap};wgf
Lying in hospital last
night at Vallan Pont
D’Arc, his torn and

»b]zsteled hands band-

by MARY MALONE

ageds, Emile Cheilletz, 24.

we realised the

k to the cave entrance.
Three hours later we lost

He was ured and

aggs;y ‘behind. got a

lrope to him, but he Iet go
and Was swept away.

Nothmg i

ielmet.
was. lwthing we could tIo
for

For the Bext three day?s

6 When t;he waters rose,
&d began to fight our way

'the first man, Bernard

| path was blocked b
L

we clambered through the
darkness towards the eave
entrance, sleeping where
. We could on narrow ledges.
Once I slipped and fell 40ft,

bouncing Irom rock  to
rock. Buf I climbed back.

Weak

Cold and wee.k trom hun-
%gr, we passed my leather

1t around and nibbled at
it. It was all the food we
had. Wxthout it we would
have died,

By edmesda. had
crawled about 150ﬂ;. from
the entrance, Then  our

y a

ers
Y-

Yasb%rda{‘%oo};i cani;
help was ca

Flremen Worked all d
| bumping waber out of thi
‘cave. Dams builb by the
Alamy diverted more of it.

%Jogmen later recovered
mg Y of one of the mlss-

| This morning the T
fall was only g trick e and
réscuers

to us. ]
Earher in the da.y,
rescuers were warned by
i i e Kooped
a
with ut oody

) ive

S e ovef

"'““£ ?S

Ly
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Statvmg———but safe. Alam Besacner, 24 is hel dp
: mtl; fnm were Emde Cﬁellfetz, 24 an

ed pui ﬁ} the cave. Rescned




The world of
beauty that
few ever see

When the Mendip H:iﬂs‘vér;-:rﬁénﬁoirinéd the - ‘,
average person thinks immediately of Wells, Cheddar =¥

~The cave systems which
_honeycomb the Mendip Hills
hold a fascination for many.
Here B. J. lles, of Bristol, |
- gives an-introduction fo some
of the better-known caverns
and pot-holes and explains
_the precautions taken by
~ those who explore them.

and Wookey.
When _travelling through -

this particular part of Somer-
set he gives little thought to
the fact that several hundred
feet below his feet there may
be people engaged in explor-

ing the large network of
water-hewn tunnels which go
$o make up some of the most
beautiful natural caverns in

The show caves of Cheddar and
Wookey Hole are world famous

for their fine drip-stone forma-
tions, but these works of mature

are surpassed in sheer beauty

and intricacy by the caves which

are inaccessible to the run-of-the-

mill tripper.

STREAMS

The great swallets of Priddy,

Charterhouse and Eastern Men-
dips engulf the greater part of
the water which is deposited on
the higher slopes and most of
them have a stream rushing
through them all the year round
even in the driest part of
summer. = -

The majority are profusely
decorated due to this abundance
pf water, but because of the
tenacity with which nature clings
{0 that which she has fashioned

hey will nev
oposition.

er be a commercial

Narrow, tortuous, mud encrus-

ted passages, vertical pitches

_often  with the ‘underground
stream cascading down them and
the  inevitable = sumps which
gannot be passed without the

aver hecoming totally immersed

_will only ever be visited by those
willing to undergo physical
hardship in carrying out their

exploration. 2
It is impossible to single out

one particular cave as the finest
because each is unique and is
notable for  its own special

characteristics.
G.B. Cavern at Charterhouse

for example, has a huge main

chamber over one hundred feet

in height with stalactites up fo







i

5 8=t or more in length hahg~

=z from the roof.

When entering this vast hall
#e wisstor is awe struck and
¥ Bas been noted by many cavers
thas his voice usually drops as
% would when entering a church.

LONGEST CAVES

Priddy can boast the two
Ssmeest caves on Mendip; Swil-
doms Hole and St. Cuthbert’s
Swallet. Both have in the region
of two miles of passages and
Soth are over four hundred feet

deep.

Swildon's is probably the most
exacting of all with a series of
grawis, ducks and sumps at its
emtremity which can only be
mesptiated by cave divers using
Qa:..al..sed aparatus. For a full
exploration of this system a large
Smpport feam is necessary for
Eadderins pitcg%s, hcaré*ying
aguipment neede y the divers
and for setting up relay statxons
threuzhout the cave.

An operation of this fype:
would take 20 hours or more and"

would reguire each member of

the feam to be at theé peak of |

physical fitness.
St Cathberf's Swallet is one

of the best decorated caves on |

Mendip and is without doubt the
most complex. It practically
defies description. The  Bristol
Exploration Club, who control
access fo the cave for the land-
ewners, have been carrying out
a systematic survey of the cave
simee its discovery in 1953 and
have noft yet completed half of

it which is an indication of the

problem confronting them.

Because of the fine formations,
including cave pearls, and the
complexmy of the system the

B.E.C. have adopted a leader

system whereby only those mem-
bers who know the cave well and
fully appreciate its beauty can
lead a party. No one is allowed
in the cave without a ‘recogmsed
leader.

'SEWER'

Travelling across to the eastern

half of Mendip the major cave |

in the area is Stoke Lane
Slocker, or in caving circles the
“Sewer.”  The stream in- this
cave is highly contaminated and
any cuts or abrasions sustained
however small should be treated
as soon as possible thh anti-
spectic.

are apparent it is mecessary to
pass a sump the scum encrusted

to say the least, But. as in most
cases, the physical discomfort
is made up for on the other side.
The whole character of the cave
changes from small wet passages
into a serles of well decorated

‘within a small area re

Before any formatmns of note |

surface of which is “off-putting”

‘Diving in W ookey Hole.

chambers, in one  of which
remains of a hearth have been
discovered suggesting a possﬁ)le
link with the outside at this
point. =

It is apparent that before
major swallet
beginner must have a certai
amount of practice. Burrin ;
Combe is ideal for this purpose.
Here there are a numbe
small and medium sized

little or no special equ

a change’ of elothes a
stout boots, a helmaf al
efficient light—usually an :

thing, the outstanding feature ¢
which is the celebrated “Drain-
Pipe” at the end. This is
roughly circular tunnel 40:f

of 18 mches It is negm: ted
by ecrawling and wriggli :
full length a forward =




2%

e
fbemt7 imparted by means of
i elbows and toes.

The feeling of relief expressed
by the beginner after navigating

this hazard successfully soon
_gives way to one of frustration
when he learns that there is no
other way out and he must pass
through the pipe again. It must
be stated that the remarks
passed at this juneture are quite
diverting to the leader who has
retired to a safe distance unh}
the storm blows over.

Unfortunately due to ;the o
herdes of cavers descendmg on g

Burrington Combe each week-
end these caves have suffered
a great deal. Nearly all the
formations have been smashed
and all bare patches of rock
have been covered with inscrip-
tions. Goatchurch and Rnds “Pot |
have undergone the worst treat-
ment, the destruction of twa
very fine stalagmlte ¢ eurtains ”
below the main chamber of Rod’s
Pot being the greatest crime.
Perhaps it is fortunate bhat
[the vandals responsible for this
I sort of thing are nearly always
“‘one«tlme” cavers and nevera
ireaeh “large swallets. |
Althouoh even here their handi- | 1
swork is evident as in the case |
“of G.B. before it came under !
.bhe control of Bristol Umversm’

erratic formations resemblit
grotesque plant forms — were
vremoved as souvemrs :

SUFFE)R)ED =

Longwood Swallet at Chanter-’
house in its lower August Hole
series has also suffered with the
destruection of many of its trans—
parént straws. This perhaps is
due primarily to another cause
—fatigue. Anyone attempting
this lower series becomes very
wet in a short space of time
because it is practically impos-
sible to avoid crawlmg in the
stream or to avoid being
drenched by cascades of water
showering from above |

- On the return journey most .
parties are tired and intent only
on regaining the surface, hence
most of fhese Sstraws” which
[overhang the main passages are
{accidentally broken by the .
caver who harc ﬂﬁmes that'
they are there.

In all, there are over 150
known caves and rock shelters

ologists have uneavthed evidence
of occupation in the past by
prehistoric man and lomg extinet

}ammals

among e&vers, < i v

survey work, dmn . geology and

hydrology in the ;%ugy of cavern
RUE

Whatever the reason, the
world of darkness and tumbling
waters has a fascination all its

own and that fascination is
'strong enough to lure a person

back to the caves agam and
agam ;
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EARDEB potimler Geoft Work nan
 (left) steps into the mout of
yester :

It all goes well, it
befém_he sees d : S
the t;trget Geoff has 7 S

| ewarld underground

fee poge Cf,
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| heavy rain.

:siMémhp rescue tea

said Mr Devonish.

But he was not detained. |
He and Miss Muirhead. who'

lived in th Gardens. Stoke
Bishop, Br, ol, - among a
party of 10 who down the

cave shortly afte

The party split Up mto two
groups. One group went to the
bottom of the 350-ft. cave.

‘The other section, including
Miss Muirhead and Mr Gay. went
down to 250-ft,

This group spent some time
sitting in the cave in near zero
- their
e they
went down to the bottom.

When the first party came back

|the two groups decided to

reform and return to the cave

entrance together.

Stream o

Miss Mumhead and Mr. Gay
brought up the rear of the line

land it was- only when their

friends reached the top that they
realised somethmg was wrong.
They alerted the Mendip
rescue team at Wells and
diverted a stream - was
overflowing into the cave
entrance and cascad;mg down the
vertical rock face after, the

“The water was I imnb ‘down

‘Inear the place where Miss Muir-

head and her friend were lymg,”
said Mr. Luke sh.* ‘a

“If it had not rted
it could have meant death for
Mr. Gay, as icy water and
exhaustion can easily have fatal
effects.”

H> said Mr. Gay tried to
struggle to the top bu étz.ag:
to be helped up 5 3

“He was jus

in those caves can be hlghly
fatiguing.”
Then a caver went down the

|rock face and wrappéd sts
{ Muirhead in ashee S sl

e

Rescuer'

finds glrl

dead in
a cave

GIRL student

‘trapped in a pot-

hole with a youth died

‘last night as a doctor

crawled to their
rescue.

v Si:les Was Heather Muirhead,

‘twin, of Cranleigh-
ardens, Stoke Bishop,

: ristol.

] The youth, student Robln

: 18, was brought unt
fefy

}He was taken to hospital
¢ with shock and exhaus-

. tion.

‘Hewther and Robin, from
Bristol Technical Cellege,
were exploring under-
ix;ound caves known as

i ood Swallet, at

g -Cha,rterhouSe, Somerset.

, - Rain

Wlule they were in the

. caves heavy rain began,

: Soon flood waters were
-rising inside.

‘The Mendip Cave rescue
organisation was ecalled
out Firemen fought the

waters with pumps.

Then rescuers including

- Dr. Stanley Cannicott,
of Wells, went in to
seareh for the missing

Robm, : af Harmer-cmse,
Henb ~ Bristel; was
found rst

When Heather was folmd

. she was dead. 1

Last night'a police oﬂieer;
said: “We unde:
she was not injured but
was overcome by exhaus-
tion and prebably shock.”
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Heather Muirhead

- vertical rock face.

College of Technology.

Heather Muirhead (17), of.
Cranleigh  Gardens, Stoke
Bishop, was on the way out
of Longwood Swallet, near
Charterhouse, when she col-
lapsed at the bottom of a 40ft.

Four hours later her body was |

brought to the top in a sheet. !

Heather was one of four[
daughters of an executive of
Charles Hill and Son, the Bristol

shipowners.

One of the rescue party, Mr.
Luke Devenish, said: “ Her death
1S a mystery, for she was within
40£t. of safety.

VERTICAL ROCK
“She had to climb a vertical

jrock. Water was pouring down,

and it seems likely that the
climb was too much for her.”
Mr. Robin Gay (18), another
member of the caving party,
who lives at 5, Harmer Close,
Henbury, Bristol. suffered from
shock. :
Ii was after lunch when the
party split into two groups.

One group went to the bottom

of the 350ft. cave. The

other group. including Miss |

Muirheag and Mr. Gay, went

down to 250ft.

The second group spent some
time in the dank cave in near{
zero temperature waiting for
their colleagues to return before |
they went down to the bottom. '

REAR OF PARTY
But when the first section came

back the two groups =decided to

il g et o
in Mendip cave

A girl died yesterday during a Mendip
caving expedition by ten students of Bristol

re-form and return to the cave
entrance together.

Miss Muirhead and Mr. Gay
brought up the rear of the
party, and it was omly when
their friends reached the top
that they .realised something
was amiss. :
The Mendip Rescue Organisa-

tion was alerted, and a party
from Wells, including Mr.
Devenish, was soon in the cave.

Said Mr. Devenish: “ The water
was pouring down near the place
where Miss Muirhead and Mr.
“Gay were lying, -

“ If the others had not diverted
a stream which was overflowing
into the cave entrance, it could
easily have meant death for Mr.
Gay as icy water and exhaustion
often have fatal effects.”

Until last July Miss Muirhead
was a day girl at St. Ursula’s
High School. Brecon Road. West-.
bury-on-Trym.

ACTIVITIES :

Sister Cecilia, headmistress of
St Ursula’s High School, Brecon
Road, Westbury-on-Trym, where
Heather was a pupi] for seven
years, said today: “She was
never a robust child but despite
that, was very keen on all out-
door activities.” - :

“ When she was much younger,
she spent quite a while in hos-
pital, but with us she plunged
into all kinds of sports including
hockey, tennis and boating.”

Heather’s twin, Elspeth and
another sister, Julie (11) are
also at St. Ursula’s.

The eldest sister, Karen (20),
is at the West of England Col-
Tege: of Art “‘Queen’s Road,
Clifton. 2
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Velan
Eerniy Ok, (o rret—er)

Girl (17) died of ShOCk,exhausnOn :
- HER

t

Heather’s father, Mr. Alis-

- { tair Gordon Muirhead, told the
o ‘Coromer. that Heather had
joined the Bristol College of
3 Technology caving %rou , with

nly al

; his ermi§§ion, “o! a
: enteen - year - old | week ago. e
. Bt leo . Jear - ol . Last Sunday was her first cav-
Heather Muirhead, who | ing expedition underground. |
died in a Mendip cave e e ol ey
: was joining the group Long-
1l : ; wood Swallet with her boy friend.
on Sunday, was ma ng
3 ; ose ! He is an experienced caver,” he .
her first expedition | saig. G
. Johnson told the ecoroner
underground, the North ; t*hatrhgu Iéag feénid ) dunencs of
- i contributery disease,
Somerset Coroner was | The ddwost e alion
told yesterday. until March 29,

Heather, of 2 Cranleigh
Gardens, Stoke Bishop, Bris--
tol, who collapsed in Long-
wood Swallet near Charter- 3
- , died from acute heart ! |
failure, due to shock and ’
exhaustion, Dr. D. H. .
Johnson, pathologist told the i
North Somerset Coroner
at Weston - super - Mare, \
yesterday. :
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alf an alp
downwards
for a record

THREE young women af camp in the heart of the French Alps

near here spend their days idling in the sunshine and

listening to the cowbells.

An idyllic holiday—except that their thoughts a
for ever wandering 3,681ft. below ground where thel
men folk are playing with unknown dangers in trying
to beat the world’s potholing record.

© For a week, 14 English-
‘men, the pick of the coun-
try’s potholers, have been
_crawling deeper and deeper
through the dark iey under-
‘world. Their goal is a hazard
‘which so far has set the
limzt to the record.

gt ist o ‘sump of inky
water filling a cavern from
eﬂp_or to roof and bleocking
the way for them into the
bowels of ‘the mountam

Hls oath

to return

Four of the English party,
equipped with home-made
diving suits, hope to get
through this sump and
reach water-free tunnels on
.the other side.

Leading the English attack
iIs Kenneth Pearce, a 31-
year-old metallurgist from
Manchester. He came to the
Berger Cave last year and
got as far as. the water
barrier -

There*“ﬁg haﬂ to retreat

to come back to recover it.
That is what he is doing.

He will lead the way into
the unknown.

Pearce and his companions
carry with them 60 kitbags
of food and equipment. The
bags, weighing 40 to 80 lbs.
each have to be moved from
one base camp fo the next

< as the party presses on to

the sump.

Sometimes the work of
pushing forward goes on 20
hours a day.

Mrs. Ann Pearce, mother
of an 18-month-old son who
has been left with Grannie,
sits it out on the mountain-
side. She has complete con-
fidence in her husband’s
skill to taekle this “ Everest-
in-reverse.” :

Having a

smashing time

“ We are having a smash-
ing time up here,” she told

me. And her eyes wandered

to the snowy peak of Mont

‘Blanec 60 miles away.

With her is Diana Graham,

‘whose boy ffiend Geoffrey

Lee, a commercial artist
from Flixton, Cheshire, is




Dreuey CxpedaKiorn

ey .

Diana Graham
- waits. Her hoy
friend is one
of 14 English
potholers
hattling with
the unknown.

at



lown below. No
10ler herself, Diana, an. :
teacher from Prestwich,
near Manchester, told me:
Ve not seen Geoffrey
Pisi e waved goodbye before
- going down the hole. But one
-of the porters who helped them
~ with supplies had a word with
the party two days ago and they
were all confident.”

| The man

who knows best

Mrs. Maria Booth, whose hus-
band Noel is down below, is the
third of the women who wait. s = s
She shares the others confl- Leader of ~thefexpedma enneth
dence. g gl S o

But one man is anxious, and  Pearce, His wife also waits on
he is the man who knows most . inaidn
about the “ Gouffre,” as the pot- s the mountainside.
hole is called in French. i

Jo Berger, who established the
potholing record and gave the
hole its name, is worried begéause
of storms in the ] ays.. |

e oo A
“1 was stopped fr going |
further by that sump down
there at the bottom. It is very
dangerous and I think Very |
deep. P
~“It is foolhardy to go on and
try ‘to get through it. The
bressure down there can be
tremendous.

Pioneer

has fears

“I am absolutely sure that
these  English potholers are
risking their lives. There are
'S0 many dangers.

“There was a tremendous
storm last night which means i
‘that sections of the pothole
which serve as a natural drain-
age for the plateau turn “into
raging dorrents and would
drown anyone if suddenly
caught up in them,

“I wish them Iuck but I am
fearful.” .

But Mrs, Pearce is unshaken.
The caverns, she says are im.
‘mense down there and the boys
- will know when it is raining

and will simply keep out of the i
way of the water. :
. So two wives and a girl
friend sit in the sun on the
Sornin Plateau 5,000 feet up in
‘the Alps on holiday.

- waiting. S 5

—~

-
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- A":’ From AUBREY THDMAS;' Grenoble, Monday
ANCE’S top pot-holer, Jo Berger, today said
* he feared for the safety of the British team
frying io break the world underground descent

— — recorﬂ. -
- At the entrance o the
v Gouffre Berger, the world’s
deepest known cavern, near
here, he said: “But they
seem determined to go on.
I wish them luck.” g
__The Britons have been
in the cavern seven days.
Among them are three
‘frogmen who are trying
to find exits from the lake
which marked the previous

“record depth of 3.681ft.
-The French authorities
are worried because the

Pothole record i

2

fourteen British potholers [
have no telephone contact
with the surface.

And yesterday a. storm.| 1
turned some of the under- | Maria
ground shafts into  im-|La
passable waterfalls. |

The Britons. led by Ken
Pearce, of Chapel-en-le-
Frith, Derbyshire, had
hoped to find a way
through to the Sassenage
Caves—a series of grottoes
4.820ft. below the entrance
to the Berger Cave.

Gendarmes today gave
the loeal police station ;
telephone number {o the |

a
wich, Mancheste:
of potholer Geoffr

. erpee ofH e

FRENCH
FEAR

. THREAT

TO CAVE

 BRITONS

Express Staff Reporter '
GRENOBLE, Monday.

. ESCUE teams are
" standing by at Grenoble
tonight to search for the
20 British potholers in
the Berger cave below the
French Alps.

’Nothing has been heard from
. the team since Saturday,

!
' 1

3 = five days after they
| descended in an attempt on
~~ the underground depth

Tecord. ;

SCOFF

Friends of the potholers who are
at the base camp a mile from il
the cave entrance scoff at f
French fears that the expedi-

. tion is in danger. R

‘The team has reachéd a barrier

! lake at the record depth of
3.681ft., with the knowledge |
that there is an underwater |
Dpassage leading on and down.

Recently a French team experi- |
mented with dye, which filtered !
from the lake to caves a mile

I away. Y

The five frogmen in 25-year-old
Bob Wright's team will try to
chart a route for the others.

The team’s friends at base camp
sald today: “They are very

* experienced. We are sure they

~are not in danger.”

i

~




D e

a8 iy 5 nushand, Dr. Harcld Lord.
From AUBREY THOMASS o or o moid, were searching

Grenoble, France, Tuesday. = the huge limestone gal-

5 2 leries of the cavern, near
A © o e S et Grenoble, in which the Bri-

| woman doctor last | tish team is trying to break
night went down into [the world underground
the world’s deepest geeent oo g
cavern to trace fourteen | L oy have been eight
British potholers. no word from them.

Dr Mary Uord and -her Dr: Lord and her hus-

Vigil at
cave

Word on the progress |
of 13 British potholers !
was awaited today at the |
mouth of the Berger Cave |
in the Alps. !
The speleologists went down

\on July 28 in an effort to pene-
!trate deeper than explorers
| have gone before.

Among the 13 are Mr. Steve

Wynne-Roberts, of Lawn Road,
| Fishponds, Bristol, and Londoner
‘Mr. Mike Boon. Both are
members of the Shepton Mailet i
 Cave Club. :
* The cave was discovered in.
1953 by a Frenchman, Jo Berger. !
'He explored it to a depth of
13,500 ft. where a syphon ohstmc
tion blocked the way.
; Although French cave emper'ts
“have begun to express concern:
about the Britons, no rescue
efforts have been organised.

Joman in hunt or|
“lost’ potholers

band are friend . or the
potholers. ;

Dr. Lord, her husband,
and a friend. Mike Swain.
son of Sheffield, climbed
down the team's aluminium
ladder which hangs on the
wall of the (’:gwernq first
shaft.

Dr. Lord, who is @ keen
mountaineer and potholer,
said: “ There have been so
‘many fears “and specula-
tions among French pot-
holers that we want to find
out the truth We are going
down.

I “We will travel light.
’carrvmg onlv a day’s food
: This way we will be abte to
i climb down quickly.”

|

A three-member surface team
which is awaiting the expected
‘return of the potholers this
week-end expressed no concern.

Berger himself set up a tent
near the cave entrance and
| planned to go down in a day
or so if no word reached the

surface on the progress of the

Britons.

Berger said that if the pot-.

holers attempted to pass through
the syphon “the risks would be
| enormous, ” because of recent
| raims.

The Britons went down with a
great deal of equipment but did
not set up a telephone line,

o

o~

S
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CAVERS MAY BE UP SOON

Thirteen British pot-
helers, who began explor-
ing the Berger cave in the
Alps en July 28, were
expected fo refurn to the
surface tfoday or tomor-
Tow.

They include

Mr. Steve

Wynne-Roberts, orf Lawn Road,
Fishponds, Bristol, and Lon-
doner Mr. Mike Boon, both

members of Shepton Mallet |

Cave Club. :

There was no fresh word on
their progress at the cave mouth

today, buf no concern Wwas
expressed by a surface party left.
behind.

The speleologists are attempt-
ing to go beyond the depth of
3,500 feet reached by a French-
man, Jo Berger, when he dis-
covered the cave in 1953,

Ay

Pothole
men
-are. ..
safe

From DENNIS EISENBERG
GRENOBLE,
'TI—IREE of the 13 British pot-

holers, who have been in
the Berger cave near here for

France, Thursday

the '\ past 10 days, emerged
from the cave entrance
tonight.

-They were 25-year-old Stephen
Wynn-Roberfs, from Bristol, 24-
year-old Geoﬁrey Lee and Robert
Toogood. !

The three men said the other
10 members of the group would
come up tomorrow.

) They said the 10 were spending
‘the night at a point about 150

were very tired.
All day long rescue workers had

news of the Britons who were
trying to beat the world depth
record for potholing.

Criticised
A pohce official told me: * We
will give them until Saturday.
Then we will throw a full rescue

effort into operation.”
And he crlmclsed the ;Brlt:tsh

expedition leader, said: “I am
sure. everythmgs all right. My
‘husband promised that he ‘would
come up on Friday and I am sure
he w111 b ; |

yvards from the exit because they

waited at the cavern entrance for

radio waf,h them into the cavern""
Mrs. Ann Pearce, wife of the,

Puey 0%

S
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CAVERS
CLAIM

Two members of the Bntttsh
cave exploring expedmon reache
in the

;ing to umﬁﬁcial reports today.

[ Three members of the 13-mant
E potholers group came to the sure
[face last night after being down
since July 28. They were retluq-

perhaps later ted
However, frag rfs
 said two frogmen with the
Ken Pearce (31), Manchester.
and Steve Wynne-Roberts (25),
of Bristol, last M;nnday \
through 2 siph&n
cave and thus t nded th
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HE fﬂurteen ﬁ‘rl
potholers whg.t{

'uhuerground : descent
- record are safe. |
Three of the party which
s ﬁntered the world’s deep-

est cave hear here ten
Iked

v showed up as ¥rench.

olers got geaa- to~
-gather ior - a_  reseue
 atis t.

empt.
nned to
e Builiey %,ssli’gsd :

:byﬂx n- B&Iﬁ s
i‘he 'Bit‘m ~angered
| Eres Xperts because

they hﬁd 110 phone linkl
thh the sutface. T

MAN T
OF ‘JULE
VERNE’
CAVE

Members of the i
expedidition which set up, neww
depth record in ‘the Bergen
Cave near Grenoble, France
were preparing fo Ieiave - for
home today. : :

The Bristol member of 'Ehe
team, Stephen Wynn-R =
a. 25qye;ar old suppert diver,
the cave was one of the
he had ever seen.

“In parts it is really b
ful and grofesque, there
stalactites  which  look  1i
poached eggs on top because of
the various mmer!al deposits. In
joné part it is real Jules Verr
' The man who actually
ithe record - depth, Ken Pearce,
climbed ouff of the cave eatly
today. His first request was :
food?” He beat the pre
recond of 3681 feet by
40ft, e e

\0*’ Asu)
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o Ay TH ﬂ?0—3 5‘0ft 1
FROGMAN Ken Pearce, : :
f e as.the bero of the = : =
3 faurtee ~-man British pet- - £
{)ml% tetaltlm v:hmht hai \ :
eaten the internationa
descent record in France, {gﬁ?ﬁg h%égg%td:;'n;gh:
it was revealed vesterday. | el deepest: eavern,
~For Ken, of Chapel-en-le-| o Gouffre Berger, near
. Frith, Derbyshire, paved | Grenoble. !
; {’he g"agklfor %‘f wcﬁory Three of them surfaced
y breaking rough -a. 3
T b ot | w1th the news on: Thurs 2
than 3,500ft. under- Yesterdav they spoke of
~ground. . . . Ken ihsuccessful assaulé:
= e underground
_ Beat passage which led to the
discovery of a lake.
It was a passage which The record was broken by .
. pothole expeditions have diving into the lake. &
. been trying to break| Later yesterday the three
througb since 1956 when | men descended again
the previous descent| into the Gouffre Berger
record of o,GSlft was set | to help the other eleven
up. brin; “the teams
The Bntrsh team beat the eqmgmeng
GRENOBLE Friday, — Br1tjsh
potholers tonight staggered to the
surface after a record- breaking,;
descent into the world’s deepes
own eave. 20 miles west oﬁ
Grenoble. They had been 11 days
underground. — BEXpress Nems
Service. ;
— s
o A\..\
- Potholer says
| 5 9 : ;
1 .~ I’ll return
i . From our Correspondent
{ PARIS, August 10.—The 13 British
potholers who set a new world under- |
. ground depth record of 3,721 feet in
the Berger Cave near Grenoble,
i  returned to the surface today. :
| | The leader of the £1,000 expedi- |

tion, Mr. Kenneth Pearce, 31-year-old
lecturer in metallurgy at the Man-
chester College of Science and Tech-
1 nology, said he would return with a
larger, better-equipped party to con-

‘tmue explor.mg the cave. =
i I
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Mr. Wynne Roberts pictured
at his “local,” the Royal
Table, Barton Hill, Bristol,

today.

Bean

led pot-holer

home in Bristol
Pot-holer Stephen Wynne-Roberts walked into work in

Bristol today with a two-week growth of beard gained on
his record-breaking trip in the Berger Cave, near

Grenoble,
His eyes were slightly
shadowed through lack of

sleep and his hands were
scratched and cut—the scars
of strenuous caving -without
any contact with the outside

world that awaited anxiously
for news.

But 25 -year-old Mr Wynne-
Roberts, who is a works study
officer with A.E.IL, was not the
least bit enthusiastic about the
new 3,720-foot world caving
record he and his party set up.

“We have done very little
technically in the eclimbing
sense,” he sense,” he said over a
lunch-time beer in the Royal
Table, at Barton Hill,

“Mind you that one trip was
worth many . years of caving
r\‘{perxence 2 he ad&ed

DEEPER

__ Mr. Wynne-&ebem of Eden-
i . Flshponds
rgparty could
11 fur { “1 think
there is a b1g chance of getting
a lot further. They could possibly
find more caverns with airspace
above the water and I think
there may even be more dry
chambers.
The party leader Xenneth
Pearce, he said, gone

| deeper than anyone else. “Below |

‘the sump he found another%
passage and then . another
sump.”

As second diver Mr. Wynne-
Roberts dived the first sump but |
had fto return because of a .
blockage in his ears.: i

The trip down, he said, was |
strenuous and tough, travel-
ling over boulders heavily
laden with equipment.

One of the most magnificent

sites was the cave known as |

“The Hall of 13” at Campe One.
BROKEN

Before the party went into the
cave they were told that the in-
were broken and they would
have no outside contact.

Inside they worked 28-hour
shifts, josing all idea of time
and day. They slept in damp
sleeping bags and had the
heavy equipment and supplies
al the way to the bottom.
“But it was worth it,” he said.

“I would do it any day but it
would have to be orgamsed in a;
different way.

“We have leamt a lot and
seen a lot but I feel we have
missed a lot as well—just like
arirving in a big city for the
first time and ndt bemg allowed
off the coach.

Potholers m‘eet

‘More than 150 potholers attended
in Sheﬁ’leld yesterday the first con- |
ference of the British Speleologmal
Association since the war.

a7
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Cave dwellers of the Old Stone Age

Sound, colour, 17 minutes (Encyclopaedia In uir on Las
Britannica Films ; hire from Rank Film Inq y 3 5 ca
Library, Aintree Road, Perivale, Greenford, cave palntlngs
Middlesex).

Some excellent reconstruction scenes trace The French Government
the life of Neanderthal and Cro-Magnon men, appomted a scientific study. o

- ; sion to save the 25,000-year-old o

showing the gradual development of techniques " wall paintings at Lascaux in
for hunting, the making of clothing, and the - west Franee, which are thre:
preparation of tcols and equipment. The film { a green fi growth.

hints at the growth of cave paintings and the TaaR O = T v
development of social life. Very useful.
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| =~ CHEDDAR CAVES DOUBLED
| ol e VALUATION

2ls|e3 o oo
i By JOHN ARMSTRONG - . :
;J i ' ' Daily Telegraph Estates Correspondent
| ISCOUNT WEYMOUTH, son and heir of the Marquess «
of Bath, who lives at Longleat, Wilts, one of the
largest historic mansions in England, has an extra
rating problem on his hands whlch will take months to
resolve. This is over the re-[ — =
assessment of his Cheddar
Caves in Somerset. =« ==
Their valuation has been more
than doubled at a total of
£20,870.
At thxs figure and with future
ﬁaoundage rate increases the pub-
ic could eventually have to face R R e
higher admission charges to this POSSIBLE AP PEALS 3
great subterranean attraction. | House and Cottages s
; Lord Weymouth’s advisers are | ©  Cheddar’s staff. quarters. two
! considering an appeal against this | cottages and a manager’s house,
} revaluation. The caves and-all the are each rated separately and their
family land except the park at revaluation is at about the national
Longleat were transferred to Lord average of 2.6 per cent. higher than
Weymouth by his father a few the old figure.
years agos e TR - 'l‘hle family - eStateQal is. th_bemg»
i ot rivolous in its appeals over rating.
CAVE’S VALUATION Of about 200 cottages on the Wilt-
£9,500 increase ; shire estate only about 20 have
The Cheddar enterprise con51sts been 1 earmarked for possﬂalet
of two main caves, Gough's and b s
, Cox’s. both famous for their, Longleat House, which is owned
; stalactites and stalagmites. | by Lord Bath, is almost certain tal
9 Gough’s, by far the larger, has had be subject to an appeal. Its rat-
its valuation raised from £7.550 to ing revaluation has gone up from
£17.000 and Cox’s from £2.800 to £426 net to £1,222. It is not the |
£3.870. : sort of property that anyone would
| The question of how to Salie want to rent because of its size.
| caves is one of the oddest in the Its condition has not changed
; rating field. The method of assess- since the last rating valuation. Lord
| ing the rateable value of houses is Weymouth lived there in 1956.
_how much rent they would fetch © His apartments have been
{ under present day conditions. redecorated since then but that
{ The Cheddar caves are uninhabi- does not necessarily add to the |
; Hable, yet they must have a rental letting value of such a place |
% value ‘as a fo: entertainment. ’fh thousands of
: Their rates we: fixed about :
1954, Since then there has been ‘the state fhoms mast Of fhe. year. |

no alteration in use. Thelr restau-. gt
rant {s nothing new. 7as 1l
before the war. T




W ORLD cham-
~ pion caveman
Geoffrey Workman

‘time in 105 days.

And he revealed what

By ALLAN STANIFORTH

kept him going since
June 16 in constant

saw daylight yes-| ;. . ness peneath —the
terday for the first | yorkshire Moors.

@

The Ssecret was. ..
LL!I -

father of two, used the
“pull” and discipline he
learned in the RAF to
keep him working, wash-
ing, note-taking and hay-
ing a regular hot meal.
But even R A F discipline

Geoﬁi‘ey, 34 - year - old | did not Vpersuade him f{o

take a bath ‘in the Icy
waters of Stump Cross
Caverns, a two-mile net-
work of caves near Pateley
Bridge, - -

“ That’s the first thing 1
really want—a hot bath,”
he told me as he faced the
cheers of hundreds of pot-
holers and visitors. 3

The wind howled and rain
poured down on the bleak

=moors as Geoffrey emerged.

“1 took one look and
very nearly went down
again |” he said. =~ =

Record

How did he feel 2
+ter than when 1T
down,” he said. y
. Was he bored ?—* Never,
I'm convinced I could stay
down a year if necessary.”
The previous under-
ground endurance record -
—sixty-two days—was held
by a Frenchman. =
LAST WORD from
: Geoffrey’s wife, Jessie, 32:
“I'm 3 bit sick of the fuss.
All T'really want is to have
him home again.” -

= Fit-
wenb
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Reporter John White and pho tographer George Edwards rest on the gorge face.

10 CAVE OF MYSTERY

B




Twe Bristol feenagers have discovered
a new cave system in the Avon Gorge,
Already it has been explored te a depth of
100ft., and is to be opened up still further.
The system is a continuation of the already
known Hadies Cave. Its entrance is 150ft.
above Portway. = wmeaat
First into the unexplored network were Ian
Kelly (15), a grammar school bey and Paul

Allen (18), a clerk.

They made the breakthrough at the week-
end, affer a year spent by cavers in clearing
away mud and debris. ‘ .

Tony Oidham, a member of the Severn Valley

.cave.

The initial exploration, made after a muddy
squeeze of seven inches, has revealed a -
narrow passage higil enough in places for
men to walk upright and ending in a master i

From here, 260ft. inside the cliff, radiate
two more passages. e o |
Where they go no one knows but cavers are
now planning an assault on their secrets.

Many tons of earth and boulders will have fo.
- be moved first. .

Caving Club, explores the cave.
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- centre of antal E &

‘Cave team bre: "s;
~ the silence of
-~ million years

- By John White

, I ﬁimd iast night i in a cave Where no man
had set foot for more than a million years— .
less than two ‘miles :fmm the bustle of izhe v

=

- omy -Si.x.;’ _peop e:.' bm

passages in the . ge.
The breakthrou h gmo ge
mew passage was made only
three days ago by two mem-
bers of the Severn WValley
‘Caving Club—15-year-old gram
~mar school boy lan Kel
18-year-old clerk Paul e
Last night, with pho’oographexr
George Edwards, I scaled a sheer
150 foot cliff face above Bristol’s
Porbway = to reach the cave
entrance,
Our companions, cavers Brian |
Roach and Tony Olﬂham, helped
us up with cameras, tripods and

flash guns,

Tony said thart %
first discovered about 100 years
‘ago. But the breakthrou to the |

_mw}ga?wng Mr%?g

P
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Tight squeeze
“We have been digging in'm
and debris. for. the past y\é&r
try 'bo find a new passage,” he

§
:
=
ud!

said. “Now we have eventuaily
'got through we hope to explore
even further imbo the | aH

After clambering ¢ h a
tmcky overhang at hhe cave
-entrance we walked a few yards
and then came u{p against a tight
squeeze, only a few inches wide.

With my caving helmet.
bumping on the low roof I
struggled nhmﬂafh inch-deep mud,
and water.

“Then we had a fairly easy
stretch throu vh narrow
passage which is afbnut 40 feet!
| high in places.

A short climb cver mud and
boulders brought us to a sheer
40 ft. shaft. We used a caving
ladder to get down part of it.
| Then came the big squeeze

through a small hole just seven
inches hlg‘h /

We were now in passages {
which have probably nevat been
| seen since mbagim i

Focal pein‘l‘

A short

L gliste
with water as we peered at red
talactxtes

 Another narrow passage, and 'we,
rrived at the master cave. This-
appears to be the focal point of
the cave system wmh three
passages running off it.

“We have got to explnr& the
other two passages” said Tony.
“This will mean shifting tons of
earth and boulders.”> We were
| then ne.arlv 3@() geet insxde the
cave. ‘

Back at the cave Entrmce it
was almost odd to see the traffic
on the Portway again. We had
been into a world that few have
ever - seen.

And the silence which had
| reigned in Hadies Cave for
t million of years settled back as
,:thﬂugh man had ney mtmded
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QEA cadet John Rashbrook, who nearly
1 died in a cave 300ft. below ground,
.may be ““ put on the carpet ’’ by his Royal
 Navy commanding officer.
! John, 15, had disobeyed an order by golng
‘into a dangerous part of the cave at Buckfast-
lelgh Devon, during an “adventure” expedition

at the week-end.

‘» So had two boys w1hh
him — Kenneth Seymour,
from Yorkshire. and 15-
year-old John MecClear,
from Glasgow. i

Trapped

Yesterday, - their . com-
manding officer at Gosport,
Hants, was considering dis-
glllplmary actmn against all

ree.

The boys were amon
“seventeen from Gosport on
a five-day adventure trip to
Devon. ;

John, of Shrewsbury-
road, Carshalton, Surrey,
fell off a rope in Bakers
Pit Cave.

. He hurt his back—and
lay trapped in the dark for
five hours.

Then & doctor arnved

The rescue began. The
doctor—33-year-o0ld John
Dunwoody, prospective
Parliamentary Labour
candidate for a Plymouth
division—had never been
in a cave before.

But he put on caving kit
and crawled through mud
to the injured boy. \

Dr. Dunwoody — son-in-
law of the late Mr. Morgan
Phillips, former L.abour
Party seeretary—gave John
a pain-kxnmg injection.

en the boy was put on
2 stretcher and hauled to
safety . . . up a 70ft.-long,
18in. -high tunnel.

The man in charge of the
boys’ cave expedition, Petty
Officer Samuel Bowden,
said later: “The boys went
off in groups of fthree.
We told them not to go
near the area where John
| Rashbrook fell.
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_ RESCUE TEAM
BATTLE
THROUGH
WATERFALLS

Roland Fox went on his
first potheling expedition
in- the Mendip Hills last
night — and spent three
hours helpless with eramp
pbeneath a waterfall 150
feet below ground ' :
A full turn-out of the Men:
dip Rescue Organisation, from
Bristol and Well, went to @
Swildon’s Hole, near Priddy.
Mr. Fox was brought exhausted
to the surface after a 75-minute
‘battle through two waterfalls.

DEEPEST ~~ |

Mr. Fox, an 18-year-old botany
student at Southampton Univer-
sity, whose home is at Leyton-
stone, near London, was revived
with glucose before he was
brought to the surface. 3
| He was one of a party of 1
Southampton students who went -
‘to Priddy for a day’s potholing.
. They entereq Swildon’s Hole— .
one of the deepest and most .
itreacherous of the Mendip caves
‘—at 4 pm. Mr. Fox was seized
with cramp two-and-a-half hours |
later at the bottom of a 20ft. .
waterfall.

~He said afterwards: “We
were making our way back up
the caves when it happened,
and I couldn’t ge any further.”

Two members of the party .
stayed with him, while the others
clambered through narrow
passages, and over another 40-°
foot waterfall, to give the alarm.

o

MUSTERED
Police were told and Mr. Luke
Devenish mustered fellow-

members of the Mendip Rescue
Organisation at Wells.
Dr. Oliver Lloyd, of Bristol,

1 secretary of the rescue service

was also told. L

He said: “I was kept informed
of the situation, and I got in

their help was needed.”
Dr. S. Cannicott. of The

| Gables, Cheddar, waited at the
1 surface to give treatment to the

young potholer. Then, at mid-

Socuthampton. :

toueh with other members of
| the service in Bristol in case

night, the party headed back To-




Roland Fox (centre) is all
smiles after his rescue from

'a Mendip pothole late last
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' 7.30
| ADVENTURE
Gautries Hole

A group of Derbyshire cavers search
for a vast system of underground pas-
sages and meet, a few miles from
home, all the excitement and challenge
that the great explorers have found at
the ends of the earth.

Described by Harold Lord
Filmed by

Harold Lord and Ken Hurst
with the help of members of the
British Speleological Association

Sound mixer, Bob Saunders
Film editor, Larry Toft
Presented by Harry Hastings
Series edited by BRrIAN BRANSTON
See facing page

b i o, o rsciticbis oot o Bl

Adventure—GCaving in Derbyshire

TuE limestone areas of Yorkshire and Derbyshire gbound in.
caves and potholes, ranging from the easy ones a caving novice

may enter to others which only an experienced potholer can
7.30 expsiore. Caving enthusiasts from many walks of life meet

i i —to go under- ¢
together at weekends with one common interest und
ground. Some are inspired only by the sporting aspect of climbing |

ladders and traversing dark caverns and are content to explore for them&
selves the already-known caves. But a small minority prefer to spen
their time either on the surface seeking entrances to undiscovered caves

or trying to break through into new passages from ones which have .

already been explored.

g—

T

-~

Every weekend a small group of Derbyshire cavers have béen meeting :

derground, attempting to gain
t the same cave to spend the day un d,

:ccess to further extensions of the cave. Toqlght’s Ad'venture film
¢ Gautries Hole’ shows a small part Of_thlS. project, which ‘began over
three years ago. The film deals with a situation where by using water a

connection has been proved between two caves four miles apart, but where !

attempts to break into the connecting passages have failed. HaroLD LORD
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"IEVERY cave, every
, _swallet hole and every
| mine-shaft in the whole of
- the Mendip plateau is to
| be surveyed and recorded
by members of caving
R groups in the next few
years.

The Mendip Cave Registry as
the survey will be called, will
contain information of value
to cavers and to scientists of

e 8P

ST U

the committee organising the
registry, says: ‘‘Interest in
caving in the Mendip area has
been steadily growing over the
last 50 years. Apart from the
“many  happy hours of sport
enjoyed by an increasing num-
arry rastiugs - s s
BRIAN BRANSTON

O "o L 0T

2

erbyshire

hich only an experienced potholer can
1siasts from many walks of life meet
ith one common interest—to go }lnd_er-
ly by the sporting aspect of climbing
rns and are content to explore for them-
But a small minority prefer to spend
seeking entrances to undiscover.ed caves
0 new passages from ones which have

of Derbyshire cavers have been meetir_xg
day underground, attempting to gain
' the cave., Tonight's Adventure film
part of this project, which began over
with a situation where by using water a
sen two caves four miles apart, but where
ing passages have failed. HaroLp LoOrRD

 Several

f Yorkshire and Derbyshire abound _in.{
ging from the easy ones a caving novice }

*

———

ber of enthusiasts, much has
" been learned about the geo-
: of caves and the

“Othier more specialised |
of caving, suc
been investigated and
always ‘keen cavers prepared .
survey ~and = photograph the

a scenic intracies d

many subjects. world.

Mr. Howard Kenney, chairman of “ Over this

have besn

as biolo,

eriod many caves |
iscovered and much
research has been carried out.
Buf the information gained is |
in the hands of many individual

clubs and cavers and muc

it is being lost through
or just because the people con- |
cerned turn to other interests.

s Never complete.. ..

excellent books - ha
been published and much go
material has been included i
club_circulars, bu f
so far been made to' put al
' this information togethe
Representatives of several groups

met & few months ago and
decided to compile the registry.
Groups in the secheme inelude
the Wells Natural Hiestog and
Archeeological Society, Bristol
Exploration Club, Wessex Cave
Club, Axbridge Cave Club,
Shepton Mallet Museum Club,

gef p2 252.57

BE MADE
ENDI

will be kept by the registry, one
by the County Library at Wells
and one by Bristol Reference
Library.

Access to the register by any
interested person will be free.
Mr. Kenney says: “ Water under-

takings may even discover a

-----------------------------------
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t no effort has

dﬂa{}f the Royal Military Academy,

Sandhurst, the .Cave Research
Group-of Great Britain and the
Cave Diving Group. :

. The register will never be com-

plete.” Additions and amend-
ments will constantly be made
as new caves are discovered and
new facts about existing ones
are revealed. Three copies of
the register will be made. They
will be loose-leafed, to make
additions easy, and one copy

great deal of useful information
i the register, for .the hydro-
logy of the region will also be
studied.” -

Unfortunately, one of the classic
methods of following the courses
of underground streams—the
use of & bright-coloured dye
which reveals the exit of the
Stream  which dips under-
ground--is denied to Mendip
cavers.

“On the south of the Mendips,”

e

»

AVE

explains Mr. Kenney, “there

|
|
|

are -only three exits for the |

“water. If we were to puf some

of the green dye info a swallet |

hole on the top of the Mendips,

it would either dye the waters
of Cheddar Reservoir, or the |

gtwper mill at Wookey Hole, or

. Andrew’s Spring in Weils.”

But a great deal of useful work
can’ be done in tracing the
courses of underground streams
and Bristol Waferworks Com-
%)any is to be asked to support
he registry, which depends on
voluntary contributions. j

At Wookey Hole
One of the biggest tasks confront-
ing the amateur enthusiasts
who explore Mendip caves every
week-end is to complete  the
survey of the Wookey Hole
system.

The system, of which the public
sees ‘only  a small fraction,
extends back into the Mend(l{p
escarpment, for many hundreds
of yards. Through' the caves
flows the River Axe, which in
many cases completely fills the
tunnels which connect the
caves.

|

f

|

The system can only be explored |

by men equipped with diving
apparatus, and this task is
being undertaken by the Cave
Diving Group Amateur frog-
men from all over the country
travel to Wookey on most week-
ends fo explore the damp,
murky caverns which lie behin:
the pleasant village,

The caves, most of them almost
filled with water, may yield

important archeeological = dis- |
coveries. Human bones have |

alveady been found on  the
river d and can be traced
back to the time when the
caves were occupied,

”M“MM“M‘.“‘-“-M-“
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Ten-Hour

A gruelling 10-hour fight

'to save ‘a Bristol youth who

lay injured at the end of a
rabbit warren of tunnels
200 feet below the Mendips,
ended just before 4 a.m,
today.

An, exhausted line
rescuers, who had inched
him back through the
narrow passages of the East-
water = Cavern, Priddy, — near
Wells, followed the unconscious
youth up into the open air. - -

The youth—Roger Forse, of
13 St.' Peter’s-rise, Bedminster
Down—was still-strapped in the]

had been hauled up by relays.of
cavers.

He had been below ground f01
nearly 16 hours.

The cal] for rescue teams went
out after he had fallen 40 feet
down an under-
ground cliff at
the far end of
the twisting
caves.

Forse, an 18-
year-old assis-
tant Scout-
master; had
entered East-
water Cavern g
with five com- §
rades just before
noon. ,

Three hour s"ihe I:;)t!l};lrfal-;%resre,
later he slipped
off a rope ladder, crashed to the
rocks below and lay unconscious.
Immediately two of the party—
Pip Williams and Peter Marsh—

" ROGER FORSE

of|

ambulance sheet in which he|

"W Nwe §WN

Rescue

wriggled back to glve the alarm.
It was answered by police,
ambulancemen and 40 experi-
enced cavers, many of them
members of the Mendip Rescue

Organisation.
With them came three
doctors. Two of them, in

rescue gear, crawled into pitch

darkness of the limestone

tunnels. i

Above eground, at the yard-
square grllle marking the cave
entrance, rescue _work ~ was
directed by Professor E. K. Trat-
man, President of Bristol Univer-
sity - Speleological Society, and
Mr. Luke Devenish, a promment
Mendip caver.

First wvolunteers to go down
included two women.

They were Mrs. Brenda Willis,
whose husband, David, went with
her, and Miss Pat Tangey, of
Bristol University &

Rescue Relays

A wooden hut on the edge of,
2 nearby gully became the head-
quarters of the struggle. From
it, relays of rescuers with carbide
lamps twinkling' through the
lashing rain, filed down through
the cavern, opening.

By midnight there were 34
potholers forming a chain below
ground.

At 1 a.m. they had dragged the
injured youth around a tricky S-
pbend. An hour later they had
manosuvred him up a 30-feet,
steeply-sloping (‘slide.”

The cavers had to bring Roger
Forse 300 yards along & the
tunnels. Five of them who were
on the far side of him could not

be relieved all through the
exhausting struggle. i
But, 90 minutes later, after
negotiating a long harrow
boulder chamber a cry went up
frotm the cavern mouth: “He’s
out.””
One of the first to dash to the

. side of the rescued youth was

his father, Mr. Arthur George
Forse, who had been called from
night duty at Bristol Telephone
Exchange and stood in' silent
vigil near the cave entrance all;
night.

At Bristol Royal Inﬁrmary his
son was found to have a head

‘injury and to be suffering from

exposure.
This morning he was still only

‘semi-conseious, and his condi-

tion was ¢ fair.”
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SCOUT FALLS IN MENDIP C

END OF THE STRUGGLE—Roger

E—A member of the Mendip Rescue Organisation descends into Eastwater

Caveran to assist in bringing the injured Scout, 18-year-old Roger Forse

Forse is carried -on
ordeal.

, to the surface.

a steeicher fo the ambulance after his underground




RISTOL SCOUT BROUGH
—AFTER 401, FALL IN

a precipice at BEastwater Cavern, near Priddy.

eanvas sling, to which the
Scout was strapped, to the
entrance to the cavern at
4 a.m. The Scout, Roger Forse
(19), of I3, St. Peter’s Rise,
Headley Park, was taken to the
B.R.I, still unconscious. =
With other members of the St.
Oswald’s Troop. Bedminster Down,
Roger left early yesterday morn-
inz to explore the cave. It was his
fifth caving trip and he wenyg des-
pite the pleading of his mother.
- Mrs. Forse said today: “I
didn’t want him to go and I
‘pleaded with him to stay at
home. He is not the adventur-

ous ty&e and I hope he won’t
‘want go again after this.”

‘WENT FOR HELP
Later yesterday

ROGER FORSE.

Roger’s companions, Peter Marsh
(17, of 51, St. Peter’s Rise, Ray
Haskins, of Whitchurch, Arthur
Ottrey. of Brislington, and Philip
Williams, of Bedminster, came t0
the surface and told experienced
cavers who were nearby that he
had fallen :

He had fallen at least 40 feet,
said a member of the
reseue organisation. - “He was
moving from a ledge in a deep
pit to a ladder when he fell.”

A lifeline to which Roger was
attached did not prevent him from
-striking his head. When the mem-
bers of the rescue organisation,
called from Bristol, Wells and
other places, reached him he was
still unconscious.

They found him after an exten-
sive -search of the cave. The
i put into action the agreed drill
| for such accidents; strapping Roger
i to the canvas sling which replaces
a stretcher in narrow passages.

They first had to raise him
from the pit. Then they carried
him, inch by inch, towards the
cave entrance. The passage
which leads to the surface is in

- places a narrow, tortuous tunnel,
-and it was with great difficulty

Several hours elapsed between
the time the rescuers reached the

T

They finaliy carried the —

afternoon,

Mendip

that some sections were passed.

3 =S

T0 SURFACE

CAVERN

: "EMBERS of the Mendip caving rescue organisation struggled for hours during the :
- night to bring an unconscious Bristol Sceut to the surface after he had fallen over

boy and the time he was carried
to a waiting amhulance. 2

Mr, and Mrs. Forse, who first
heard of the accident at 9 o'clock
last night, were called out of bed
at five this morning to see their
son at the B.R.IL s

“He was still unconseious
when we left at 7.30,” said Mrs.

Forse, “and it was decided not

to )i—ray him wuntil he had

recovered consciousness.”

The rescue organisation was
formed by caving clubs and
societies some time ago because of
the number of incidents invelving
cavers in the Mendips.

Dr. B. A. Crook, of Timsbury,
was called in to attend to the boy
and was one of the first rescuers to

reach him.
The B.RI. stated later ‘that

Roger’s condition is satisfactory.
He has a fractured collar bone and
cuts and bruises.




® Over in New York.

’\ EMO TO THE PRODUCER OF TVS
a “WHAT'S MY LINE?” : “Do you know
you have let an atfractive and charming
West-Counfry woman, who stepped {he
American version of your show in New York
recently, slip through your net of unusual
jobs? ™ - ;
She is Mrs. Olive Hodgkinson, an elegant
bundle of energy, who runs Wookey Hole
Caves, owned by her husband, Wing-Cmdr.
G. W Hodgkinson. She is back from a five-
week tour of the US. and Canada, attending
the International Hoteliers’ Congress in
Washington as a representative of the West-
Coantry and a member of the British Travel
d Hohdsge i 2aon. is over here, says Mrs. Hodgkin-

I - - -
§a.£t&w &Sthz?te ﬁ’{frs.thfroé’é’é%’?&? son, It attracts 35 million viewers.
People kept stopping her in the

leapt to fame as a contestant on
the American “ What's My Line? ” street to talk about the show, and
even in Toronto people eame up

i —%‘s a self-employed guide.
't we see you on

only did she stump the =
1, _whi contained such and said: “Didn

- am BendiX,  “1f was great fun and I did
the actor, and win herself = 4 : 2
dollarsf but a'for the rest sg;; trsxg not miss the chance of plugging
tour she was recognised wher- Wookey Hole and other places of
ever she went. interest in the West,” she told me

“What's My Line?” as we sat in the panelled lounge
more popul of her 600-year-old home, Bab-

with, right next to the caves at
‘Wookey.

Since ihe show. and as a resuil
of newspaper articles about bher,
Mrs Hodgkinson bhas had over 6
fan letires, and they e st
Tivg

IS even

(b- came eunly fhis week
aiivessed S “Mrs G W
Befgtorsas, « = Wiy (e

_trace their family history.
an old

to the Americans |

...and STUMPS THEIR TV PANELH

@ Back at Wookey.

near Stonehenge and Bath,
Seuth-West England.”

She hasealso had letters from
people with the surname Wookey,
asking if they might possibly be
related, or whether she couIlg

fact, Wookey is_just

e

Mrs. Hodgkinson appeared
in four other telewision shows,
including one in Washington and

and

by DAVID SOLOMONS

ene in Toronto, and did several
Broadcasts on sound radio.

Omn one of these she appeared
th Vincent Lopez, one of the
ar dance band leaders
She thought at first
3 be a studio broadcast,

but it was relayed- “live” on a
“ coast to coast hook-up” from
the Taft Hotel.

Afterwards Mr. Lopez presented
her with a pair of maraccas and
a diamante-studded fountain-pen
containing scented ink!

A ‘GIMMICK’

Apart from the fun of broad-
casting, Mrs. Hodgkinson also did
valuable work- for the British
Travel Association in continually
publicising Wookey Hole and
other famous spots in the area,
like Wells Glastonbury, Cheddar
and Stenehenge. -
: “The idea is fo get the

American tourist dewn te this

part of the world,” she said.

“ So often they go to Stratford,

then on to Scotland and off te

the Confinent.”

To help her in this task she
took with her a “ gimmick "—
Archibald, a 2,000-year-old skull
discovered at Wookey. He created
quite a stir, especially on board
the Queen Mary, where a special
place was laid at table for him.

“1 got away this fime from
the tag ‘20th Century Cave-
woman’ that they pinned on

me four years ago,” she i

“but I am sure some of them

had the idea that I lived in a

hole in the ground!” <

She is hoping that her trip will
show dividends this summer by a
big influx of American
Canadian visitors to the West—
particularly Wookey.

@18 <

After her trip four years ago,
she says, the American tourist
traffic to Britain inereased by 27
per cent., but the numbers who
visited Wookey Hole went up by
300 per cent.

She turned down an offer of a
three - week lecture tour in
America, all expenses paid, to
come back to run the caves—and,
incidentally, to present her 18-
year-old daughter Sheila at Court
next month. But she is consider-
ing- taking the offer up in the
autumn.
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e By KEN ROGERS ;
ETECTIVES were searching last night for a
killer who strangled a young woman and threw
ody into a cavern 180ft. heneath a lovers’ wood.,

( man;aggd; twenty to twenty-five—was found dead on

o

IN THE CAVERN . . , Mrs. Monger. ARROWED

!
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C gve

in a Devon cave for 17
safely oday—walkmg

hours in

A 15-year-old boy trapped by his feet deep

& p

hours was brought out
unaided.

The boy, 133-stone Jeffrey
Buckingham, of Honicknowle,
Plymouth, was not serlously
hurt.

He was stiff from being in one
position ~all night, his feet
wedged in a narrow crevice.

His father, Mr. F. W. Bucking- /

ham, who had been waiting all |
night, met him at the cave mouth
and took him home. J

Jeffrey set out yesterday with |
11 fellow pupils from Devonport
High School to explore Baker’s
Pit Cave, Buckfastleigh. His feet
slipped and jammed as he made
his way along a low shaft known
as the Crystal Corridor.

Two school prefects tried for
over an hour to release him
before returning to the surface
300 feet above to raise the alarm.

" Rescue work was hampered
because only two men could

get to Jeffrey at a time in the

narrow shajft.

Teams from Plymouth, Buck-
fastleigh, and the Outward
Bound School at Holne, with
Folice. a doctor, and teachers

rom Ashburton School, worked
through the night,

At 880 am, .they were able
to move him llfnhtly. und he wn!
finally

um un%&l mt w th vgb!‘gg

-
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PENZANCE, Saturday.
Cornishmen with defunct tin
mines on their land have

-watched the price for the metal,

soar to almost £1,000 a ton, a
rise of more than £150 in a
year, and have wondered: “ Are
we sitting on a fortune ?”

' A combination of Indonesian
politics, Bolivian inflation and
a world shortage has already
set some of the big finance

. houses thinking in terms of a =

. Cornish revival. A dozen areas
‘in the county, mainly the sites
of disused mines, are being
‘prospected. : Bt

By 4 Sunday Times Correspondent |

. Tin prospectors are cannier

than gold miners but Camborne
Tin Ltd., backed by a big mining

{ consortium, are discreetly

optimistic about the 700-ft, shaft
they have drilled at Wheal
Grenville, near Redruth. Four

miles away across the fields, a*

rival Canadian company. has
drilled 200 ft. beneath a stretch
of farmland = where bullocks
(though not spies from - the

| Obposition camp so far) have to

be kept away from the rig with
an electric fence,

From 200 to two

A century ago there were 200
Cornish mines. Now there are °
two, South Crofty, near Redruth,
and  Geevor, mnear 'St. [Just,
employing 640 men between
them. ‘

There would probably be no
shortage of labour for new mines
because Cornish industry provides
little wage competition. * The
money’s not good but it's better
than working on the land,” said
John Jervis, a 2l-year-old who
works at South Crofty. 'And
other miners, compact men with

- red-stained  faces, who had

brought the sour smell of their
carbide lamps with them from
2,000 ft, under the earth, said
the same thing,
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Pho;:ographs by Kelvin Brodie

‘Under tlie 'derr‘ick’in the shadow of an old Cyornirsh tiitﬂmine", a new drill goes
the miners with their carbide lamps are still much the same, even to the
: ~ preferring the old-type helmet (top left) ;

down, but
extent of
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Jeffrey Perry (20), son of
Bristol dentist Mr. Ivor Perry,
was one of seven Cambridge
University potholers trapped
in Providence Pot, in the Dow

| cave series near Skipton.
They entered the cave at 1
pam. on Saturday, and intended
to explore the whole system.
But they found the going more
difficult than they had expected,
and when their lamps gave out,

they decided to await help.
" One of the party who had

A former Bristol Grammar S

after spending 19 hours underg

stayed on the surface raised ‘the{

alarm, and members of the
Upper Wharfedale Rescue
Association staged a four-hour
rescue operation.
They were helped by an
R.AF. mountain rescue unit
who were in the district. i
Jeffrey’s parents, who live at
16, Pinewood Close, Westbury-
on-Trym, first heard of the
rescue when police telephoned
them to say their son was safe:

The potholers were said to be
in “quite good shape.”

S

trapped for a night
in a cave at Kettlewell, Yorks.
the seven men, all from Cam-
were pulled out un-

failed

. Yesterday
bridge University,

harmed. /

_ chool pupil, who has taken part i
several Mendip cave rescues, was himself brought to safety ye erda
round in a Yorkshire cave system. -

" PICK OF THE POTHOLERS
QEVEN shudents put on a pothole “pop”

_singing session when they were

because their lights

e e
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Jeffrey Perry, a former pupil of Bristol Grammar School
whose home is at Westbury-on-Trym, was rescued after
19 hours in a Yorkshire cave at the week-end. He is
pictured (holding cup) with some of his six fellow
potholers from Cambridge University, who were also
s trapped. (See story Page 19).




up saftety

code for

cavers

The Mendip Reseue Organisation has issued 3 ,000
~ copies of a new leaflet containing advice and precautions

for caving on the Mendips.

- The Caving Code has been drawn up by members of the
.leading caving clubs in the area, and wardens of the M.R.O.
~— the voluntary body that organises and carries out cave

rescues in the {ricky Mendip holes.

It has been distributed free to;
the many caving clubs in the
area, to farmers who control entry
to some of the principal caves,
and. to shops that sell caving,
equipment. l

Another 1,000 leaflets have |
been printed, and Dr. Oliver |
Lloyd, of Withey Close West, !
Westbury-on-Trym, secretary ofl
the M.R.O., hopes to distribute !
them among the many cavers who
do not belong to clubs.

“Half the caving on Mendip ISz
done by young people who belong
to small, mushroom clubs, or no
clubs at all.  These are hard to
contact,” he said.

FOR EMERGENCIES

:One page of the leaflet details’
ordinary caving god manners and .
precautions practised on Mendip.

he other tells the caver what to~

o when things go wrong.

Caving tips from the ﬁrst
section include:
@ Always leave a note with some-

one on the surface to say
which cave you are visiting andl
what time you expect to be back; |
@ It is a good thing to have two

forms of lighting with you,
and to be'able to do repalrs in
the darky - = -

|

e e et e i

@ Helmets are essential on ver-
ticals and desirable at most

other times;

® Keep in touch with the caver
behind you at all times to

prevent the party from splifting

0 Never use other people’s tackle

without making arrangements
with them, as it may be missing
when the return journey is made;
® It is not usually safe to have

I less than four cavers in a
| party; if someone gets hurt, the
| 'second stays with him, while the
other two go for help

Advice in times of trouble

ineludes :

@ If your lights fail, or you have

lost the way, stay where you !
‘are and await rescue; |
: @ If you have to wait, get out of

draughts and huddle together
to keep warm;
® The party giving the alarm

should observe the M.R.O. |
notice at the cave entrance — go |
to the nearest telephone, rmg!
the police at Wells 3481, and‘

rescue warden rings back for

information;

' ® To avoid getting trapped by
floods, consult the weather

1 before going down a wet cave.

stay by the telephone until the =




MENDIP RESCUE ORGANIZATION

CAVING CODE

Normal Caving

1. Tt is usually best to ask the owner’s permission before entering his cave.
Never grudge the farmer his shilling; goodwill is worth more than that. .

2. Always leave a note with someone on the surface to say which cave you are
visiting and what time you expect to be back.

3. Make sure that your lights are in good order and that you carry with you
the necessary spares. Itisa good thing to have with you two forms of lighting
and to be able to do repairs in the dark. .

4. Clothing should be adequate for the type of trip contemplated. Wet
caves need warmer clothing. Strong boots are recommended. Helmets are
essential on verticals and desirable at most other times.

5. Keep in touch with the caver behind you at all times; _this prevents the
party from getting split up. The leader should be on the look-out for signs
of fatigue or distress, particularly with beginners. He should give the necessary
encouragement and be prepared to turn back. Take food with you for any long
or energetic trip.

6. Always take your own tackle for a ladder pitch. Never use other people’s
tackle without making arrangements with them: it may be missing when you
return. If you find a pitch already laddered you may either (a) leave your
‘ladders at the head of the pitch, contact the party below and ask them to put
your ladders in position, when they go out, or (b) take up the other ladders and
put down your own, especially if they are better. Tt is courteous to roll up the

other people’s ladders. Never go away with other people’s tackle, not even if

you have lost your own. Never put ladders side by side on a pitch. Never
have more than one person climbing ata time. :

7. Alife-line should be available for all verticals and must be used on verticals
of over 20 ft. It is not sufficient to have it just in case; the leader must insist
on its use. On long pitches (e.g. Lamb Leer) it is essential either to use a double
life-line or to leave a life-liner at the head of the pitch.

8. Leave no rubbish in a cave or near its entrance. Spent carbide should be
buried or tipped into an active streamway (not pools). Don’t use it to defile
the rocks and stalagmite. Spent batteries, flash bulbs and toffee papers are
rubbish, and should be removed.

9. In Swildon’s Hole Sump 1 is a safe free dive of 6} ft. Sump I is 30 ft. and
should on no account be attempted free. Sump IV of 15 ft. is difficult and
should not be attempted for the first time, unless in company with someone
who has done it and knows it well. In Stoke Lane Sump I (2 ft.) is safe unless
there is flooding. If there is a river running in the Pebbly Crawl, the sump
will be impassable. Sump II should not be attempted. All other sumps on
Mendip are best avoided.

1o. Itis not usually safe to have less than four cavers in a party. If someone
gets hurt, the second stays with him, while the other two go for help.

11. Join a reputable caving club, if you want to learn and enjoy goodv caving.




THE SPELECLOGICAL YEARBOOK AND DIARY 1964

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your interest in the above bublication which will be
published and posted to ycu early in January - but do not worry, the diary
is not operative until February lst 1964,

The demand for this publication now exceeds the 2,000 mark and
because of the high cost of this type of publication we shall only print
to supply existing orders.

We therefore ask you to place your order now and avoid disappoint-
ment.

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS - Available to Clubs only.
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TUNNELL!NG 60 FEET

A DAY_AND" STILL 0f Bi’lSl’OI

THREE N\H_ES O e R

Oheltenham Road, Bristel,
this summer, workmen will
- be blasting out a tunnel 60
feet below them.

For Bristol’'s “Northern Storm-
water Interceptor,” the major
project in the city’s £10 million
scheme to cure its floocding and

- sewerage problems, is now
approaching its second major
rogd crossing—the first was
‘Whiteladies Road.

Within g fortmght the 80
workers who regularly use the
“Underground” transpors
system which runs thro the
16-foc. high tunnel from Pert-
way will be able to climb info
the fresh air again at Shaft
BA in Eastfield Road, of the
bottom of Cotham Brow, after
a journey of nearly two miles.

. Then they will carry on with
their -blasting, under Chelten-
“ham Road, to complete the
second stage of Xl'lx1 £3i-million
project at St. drew’s Park.
After that, the third stage will
take them .under Sta leton
Road station and Eas
worksmthecarparkofBr 1
Rovers foothall ground.

And there, by 1960, hopes Mr. W.
R. McCann, {(he coniracts
manager for A. E Farr Lid,

- the troublesome Frome will be
linked with the Avon by a
three-and-a-half-mile ftunnel
dropping one foot every 14060
feet to carry ﬂoodwater away.

oy - ©

PICTURES BY NORMAN MILLER
STORY BY PETER WOON

® One of the concrete transporters, of whzch four are in use to
carry szx tons of concrete at a time along the waterlogged track.

fown umler tlse heart

e =@
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EANWHELE, the men have |

\ plenty of water on their
hands already—43  million
gallons of it are having to he
bumped out of the tunnel every
week. “But that’s only a
-dribble compared with what the

tunnel will eventually carry,” |

says Mr, McCann.

His men have been moving at a
: pace these
months and six weeks 2g0o they
achieved a new record-of blasi-
ing, driving 294 feet of new
tunnel throngh in a week. Now,
running up against marl, the

feet a week.

There are other figures in Mr.
McCann’s latest progress report.
To date, he said, 11,876 feet of
tunnel has been dmiven, together

with 1,039 feet of shafis

On the tunnelling side, art
from driving on thmugiaip to :
Cheltenham Read, his men are
also completing the excavation
of the beginning of the tunnel
under Portway. A
balkhead

concrete |
keeps out the Avon: |

eventually it will be removed |
and tidal < ” will ke put in

‘position. Further there will

last few

rate of tunnelling is down to 50

The other major work is the con-
me&:i;xg : of%ae ‘funnel. Mr.

|

- ® Under Portway, workmen dzg out the last seetion of the first
stage of the tunnel, which stretches from the Avon to Clijfton Down

MeCann’s figure on ﬂhisf 34,437
- cubic yards of concrete have
- been used so far. -
e S N -

{ {EIMB on one of the frucks
- under Poriway and clatter
along the waterlogged miniature

- railway tracks at 15 m.p.h. to
- 150 feet under Waverley Road,
Redland, and you see where all
the con-cretg g20€es.

There, a 60-foot shuttering, also
on rails, is in place. Liguid
cement, brought along on new
cement, transporters, is remixed
on the spot and “fired”
‘through a pipe by compressed
air. The pipe carries it info
the shuttering, which holds
boarding round the tunnel in

- the correci ho;s@hoe shape. In

*,‘,ﬁaﬁ‘}!‘:",’}d Ize.yond to Cotham.

nine hours the gap between ﬂie‘
shuttering is filled up by some
300 tons of concrete.
Twelve hours later the shufter-
ing is withdrawn and that sec-
~ tlon of the tunnel has been
properly surfaced. > 3
~Amid the tremendous roar of the
_ mixer and the hiss of the com-
pressed air, it is slow work.
Just 60 feet a day with nearly
two miles complete and, taki
into account the several subsi-
diary tunnels, three miles to go.
So Mr. McCann and his men are
guaranteed employmeni for
some fime yet. Apart from
the water, the rocks and the
rest of it, their major problem
these days is visitors. “We
seem to spend half our timd
trying to keep them away,” said
the contracts manager.
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